“the women”. Thus, in 1975, 
the women of Syria began to be 
candidates for appointment to 
ministirial posts and judges. 
They also began to participate 
in political activities and 
enrolled in the police force. 
Since the lounching of the 
Correctionist Movement, 
women have sta: od to contest 
for membership of the People’s 
Assembly. They won six seats 
in the elections of the first 
people’s Assembly. This 
number jumped to 13 women in 
the present Assembly. 

In 1980, the liberation of 
Women from the worn out 
traditions reached its peak 
when women were given the 
opportunity to be trained in the 
use of weapons to enable them 
to take part in the battle 
against the Zionist enemy. 

Illiteracy has decreased 
among women, from 81% in 
1963 to 55% by 1979 and 
compulsory education is 
applied to women in all the 
vovernorates of Syria. 

The number of women 
Students at the universities 
increased by 200 per cent 
during the period 1970 to 1979. 
in un interview with the 
leadership) of the women 
General Federation, Sweida 
branch, Mrs Nour al-Sabt said 
that the women’s organization 
in Sweida developed greatly in 
the past ten years as a result of 
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the Ba’ath Party’s Support. 
She added that the Sweida 
branch achieved great 
successes especially in the field 
of fighting illiteracy. She 
pointed out that 3050 wemen 
were liberated from illiteracy in 
Sweida in the same period. 

The head of the 
administrative Bureau in 
Sweida, Mrs Iqbal Hamed, 
stressed that the foundation of 
the women’s Federation gas 
one of the revolution’s a 
achievements. It represented 


the revolution’s belief in the 
Women’s active role in 
building up the society. The 
aims of the . Women’s 
Federation, she added, areto 
organize the capabilities of 
women within the framework 
of social work’ 2nd activities. 
She said that the 1982 plan of 
the Bureau for fighting 
illiteracy aims at opening 20 
classes to combat illiteracy in 
the governorate of Sweida. 

The head of the 
Kindergarten Bureau, Mrs 
Siham al-Baroukee referred to 
the great benefits of the 
federation’s \indergartens and 
the services they offer to the 
working women. The 
kindergartens major duties are 
to take care of infants 
especially those of the working 
women, to educate them and 
develop their talents and 
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behaviour. 

She added that the ages of 
ine infants in Sweida’s 
kindergartens range from two 
months to three years. 

Mrs Hidaya  al-Hinnawy 
summarized the annual plan of 

e Vocational Training 

u by saying that the 1981 
plan included 63 handicraft 
training courses, at which 581 
women benefited from these 
courses by learning sewing, 


embroidry or typing. 


The Bureau . also 
participated in three 
exhibitions in the city of 
Damascus and organized a 
number of exhibitions in the 
villages. These exhibitions aim 
to revive the governorate’s 
popular clothes and its ancient 
heritage. 

As for the 1982 plan, Mrs 
Hinnawy said that the Bureau 
éxpects to open 60 training 
courses for sewing, embroidery 
and typing. 

Among the major services of 
the Women’s Federation are 
the opening of kindergartens 
and classes to combat illiteracy 
and the holding of handicraft 
training courses. The 
Federation also gives lectures 
and organizes meetings with 
the masses of women in order 
to explain to them the current 
political situation. 





EVACUATION DAY ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED 


Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 18 Apr 82 p 1 


[Text] 





DAMASCUS, (SANA) — On 
the occasion of the 36th 
anniversary of Syria’s Evacuation 
Day, the Damascus branch 
leadership of the Ba’ath Arab 
Socialist Party held a mass rally on 
Saturday evening. 

The rally was attended by the 
Speaker of the People’s Assembly, 
Mr Mahmoud al-Zou’bi, the Prime 
Minister, Dr Abdul Ra’ouf 
al-Kasm, the Assistant Regional 
Secretary, Mr Mohammad Zuheir 
Masharga and a number of Party 
officials and Ministers. 


Addressing the = rally, Mr 
Masharga said that this day calls 
to our minds a joyous and precious 
memory. He added that the 
evacuation by the occupation 
forces is a dear memory which has 
had far-reaching effects on the 
Syrian people. 

During the period of the French 
occupation, he continued, the 
Syrian people struggled 
persistently for 25 years and were 
able to achieve independence 
despite the lack of weapons and 
potentials. After independence, all 
efforts were directed to the phase 
of the constructive national work 
which proved fruitful with the 
coming of the March 8 Revolution. 

Then, he said, the Correctionist 
Movement, led by President Assad, 
came to give a better identification 
to the March Revolution. The 
Correctionist Movement which 
enjoyed the full support of the 
masses has achieved great 
successes and given special 
importance to the people's 
democracy. 
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In the field of liberation struggle, 
including the liberation of the 
occupied Arab territories and the 
restoration of the national rights of 
the Palestinian Arab people, Syria 
fought the Liberation War of 1973 
and the wars of the Golan and 
Mount Hermon. Our masses have 
been inspired into tremendous 
potentials by the Correctionist 
Movement and have been able to 
bring about the downfall of the 
Camp David and the autonomy rule 
plots. 

Syria, under the leadership of the 
Ba’ath Party and its 
Secretary-General, President 
Hafez Assad, has become the 
centre of the hopes of the Arab 
peopie to achieve the just goals of 
the Arab pation and confront the 
plans and schemes of its enemies. 

It is no wonder, therefore, that 
Syria has become the target of the 
plots hatched by the enemies of the 
Arab nation, Zionism, imperialism 
and reactionary agents. One of 
these plots has been the civil strife 
in Lebanon and the continuous 
threats by the Zionist leaders to 
commit a major aggression there, 
and the internal trouble caused by 
the Muslim Brothers gangs, 
instigated by the rightist and 
Fascist hireling regime. if Iraq 
which trained, financed and placed 
large quantities of weapons at the 
disposal of the criminal gangs. All 
these conspiracies, however, had 
been foiled by Syria’s firm stand 
and steadfastness. Indeed, Syria 
has saved Lebanon from 
continuous blood shed, through its 
participation in the Deterrent 
Forces, it has also protected the 
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Palestinian Revolution and has 
crushed the internal Muslim 
Brothers conspiracy. 

Our country under the 
leadership of President Assad will 
continue its struggle to achieve 
liberation and victory and to 
vindicate the Arab causes formost 
of which is the liberation of the 
occupied territories and regaining 
the usurped rights of the 
Palestinian people. and generally 
defending the honour of the Arab 
nation and working for the 
fulfillment of the aspiration of the 
Arab masses for unity, liberty and 
socialism. The plots of our enemies 
can not impede our liberation 


stvuggle or weaken our 
steadfastness. On behalf of the 
National Progressive Front, 


member of the Central Leadership 
of the Front, Mr. Ismael al-Qadi, 
delivered a speech in which he 
defined evacuation as a decisive 
turning point in the history of 
peoples. It consists of two stages. 
The first stage is the achievement 
of the victory of the struggie 
against colonialism. The second 
Stage in utilising that victory in 
building the pillars of social and 
economic progress. 


It is now well-known that the 
invasion of the mind will lead to the 
control of the will, which can do 
more harm than the occupation of 
the land, Mr. al-Qadi added. 


Concluding his speech, Mr. 
al-Qadi greeted the heroic struggle 
of the Syrian Golan citizens, of the 
Palestinian revolution, of freedom 
fighters and of all peacc-loving 
nations. He also praised the 
supporting stands of friendly 
countries, particularly the socialist 
states led by the Soviet Union. 

Chairman of the Peasants’ 
General Federation, Mr Mustafa 
al-Ayed, said in his speech that the 
people of Syria showed great 
patriotism in fighting against 
French occupation forces which 
committed numerous massacres 
and acts of repression. Through her 
struggle, Syria demonstrated to the 
whole world that she will never 
tolerate the presence of any foreign 
forces on her land, he added. Mr 
al-Ayed said that when Syria 
achieved independence on April 17, 
1946, she became aware of the fact 
that the evacuation of occupation 
forces was just the start towards 
complete independence attained 
through economic independence. 
He pointed our that the Ba’ath 
Arab Socialist Party came to lead 
the masses in order to achieve full 
independence. Following the 
Cerrectionist Movement, led by 
President Hafez Assad, 
independence assumed a new 
meaning and became more 
comprehenisive through the 
numerous economic and other 
achievements made for the people. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


ELECTRIFICATION PROJECTS--Governorates, (SANA)--Celebrations marking the 
Ba'ath Party's foundation anniversary continued yesterday in the governorate 
of Aleppo by inaugurating a number of important projects. The Secretary of 
the Ba'ath Party branch in the city and the governor inaugurated the car 
battery cases factory and toured its sections. They also inaugurated a water 
project in Tel Ein and the electricity services building in the Sfira town. 
The electrification of five villages in the Sfira area was also inaugurated, 
The officials laid foundation stones for two kindergartens in the towns of 
Sfira and Khanaser, In Lattakia, the villages of Amrounieh and Jdeideh were 
electrified and the agricultural guidance unit in the village of Bir Al-Arab 
was inaugurated on Tuesday, Rallies were held and speeches were delivered 
stressing support for President Hafez Assad, Meanwhile, a great mass rally 
took place in the town of Saida in the governorate of Dara'a, The crowds 
marched through the streets of the town shouting slogans pledging support 
for the Pre;ident and the Party. The masses sent a cable of greeting to the 
President and to the National and Regional Leaderships of the Ba'ath Arab 
Socialist Party, praising Syria's national stands and her confrontation of 
US-Zionist challenges, The cable condemned the Muslim Brothers gangs and 
vowed to continue the march until final victory is achieved. On the other 
hand, the Regional Leadership of the Palestine Organization of the Ba'ath 
Arab Socialist Party will hold today evening a rally to celebrate the 35th 
anniversary of the Party and to express solidarity with the uprising of the 
Arab people in the occupied lands. [Text] [Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 
14 Apr 82 p 2] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PAPER CALLS FOR RESISTING U.S. PRESSURES ON GULF 
GFO91725 Ash-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 9 May 82 p l 


(Editorial: "The National Stand in the Gulf and Keeping the United States 
Out of the Region"] 


[Text] The threats of U.S. intervention in the national security and the 
supreme Arab interest became certain after the signing and the implementation 
of Camp David accords and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. What happens is that 
the United States links all its activities in the Middle East region with 

its national security in two ways: ensuring Israel's security with the 

loss of the firm national rights of the Palestinian people that this guarantee 
involves and continuing to plunder the oil wealth of Gulf Arab countries and 
blackmailing these countries with various stands to serve U.S. strategy within 
the framework of its view on the development of international relations. 


The United States will increase these threats if it intervenes in the Gulf 
region's internal affairs either directly or through an ally or other party 
and will make the region hot after the campaign of intimidation and encourage- 
ment which Washington is employing through various means, including the RDF. 


The Gulf countries can solve their problems through understanding and peaceful 
dialogue and by avoiding any exacerbation of differences and stressing the 
national independence and sovereignty and noninterference in any country's 
internal affairs. This is the right national principle which must be adopted 
now that everyone has become certain of the threats being posed to the region 
by the continued Iraqi-Iranian war. 


In order to conform to this natural stand, the Gulf countries must prevent the 
United States from interferring in their internal affairs, encourage and adhere 
to any official move to contain the Iraqi-Iranian war and stop the bloodshed 

as a true beginning to establish a real and positive Gulf policy in the frame- 
work of the goals of national struggle against Israel and the United States. 


It is not too late for the Gulf countries to show their ability and etficiency 


against the many U.S. pressures and activities which aim to involve the region 
in bitter and all-out differences and division. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


LOAN TO BURUNDI--Abu Dhabi, 10 May (WAKH)--The Republic of Burundi has 
received a 20-million-dirham loan from the Abu Dhabi fund for Arab economic 
development to finance sugar industry projects. The loan will be repaid 


over 14 years with a 4-year grace period. [GF101610 Manama WAKH in Arabic 
1130 GMT 10 May 82 GF] 





ITALIAN ENVOY MESSAGE--Abu Dhabi, 8 May (WAKH)--United Arab Emirates Foreign 
Affairs Minister Rashid ‘Abdallah received a message here today from Italian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Emilio Colombo dealing with bilateral relations 

and issues of mutual interest. The message was delivered by Italian 
ambassador to the UAE Antonio Napolitano during his meeting with 

Mr "Abdallah this afternoon, during which they discussed current developments 
in the Middle East region and bilateral relations. [Text] [GFO81250 Manama 
WAKH in Arabic 1150 GMT 8 May 82] 
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